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The Orwell Prize for Reporting Homelessness 2024
Entry form
The Orwell Prize for Reporting Homelessness 2024 is open to work first created or published between 1st April 2023 and the deadline of 31st March 2024. Before getting started, we recommend reading our introduction to the prize, including some additional guidance for previously unpublished writers, which you’ll find attached to this form.  
Entries can be in any medium other than books including video diaries, reporting, essays, and podcasts. Entries must also be able to demonstrate a link to the UK and/or Ireland – for full eligibility details please see the rules. If you are submitting on someone else’s behalf, please complete and attach a consent form.
Thank you for your interest in the Prize – we wish you the best of luck with your entry.
If the entry is being submitted as part of a small team, please state first names and last names of your co-entrants here. 
	First name*
	

	Last name*

	

	Co-entrants

	




For our records
I am (please circle as appropriate): the entrant / submitting on behalf of the entrant
If you are entering on behalf of the entrant, please include a copy of the consent form with your submission.
	Name

	

	Email address and/or postal address

	




	Organisation
(if applicable)
	

	How did you find out about the Prize?
	




Eligibility
Please tick all appropriate. Entrant is*
· Resident in the United Kingdom or Ireland
· Citizen of the United Kingdom or Ireland
· Writing for an UK or Irish publication

Supporting statement
The supporting statement (up to 300 words) is a chance to offer a brief summary of your entry or provide any extra information you think would be helpful to the judges. It is up the judges’ discretion as to whether they wish to pursue these. The statement is optional! 
(Please continue over the page if you need more space)




















Would you like feedback? (please tick as appropriate) 
We offer feedback for all previously unpublished entries - just let us know if you'd like to receive a personal response and we'll be in touch.
· Yes
· No

Staying in touch (please tick as appropriate)
· I would like to receive updates on my entry
· I would prefer only to be contacted if my entry is chosen for publication

Anonymous entries (optional)

If you would prefer to use a pseudonym (e.g. “Jessica Frost”) in place of your real name, please complete the following section.
Pseudonym: ______________________________________________
I confirm
·  I would like to be referred to by the pseudonym given above in all publicity.
·  I understand that the Prize may share my real identity with the judges at any time in the judging process.

Submission contract
I confirm*
I have read and agree to the rules for entry and eligibility requirements.
[image: ]Any material submitted was created or published between 1st April 2023 and 31st March 2024.
I declare that this work, submitted for consideration for The Orwell Prize for Reporting Homelessness, is wholly or substantially the author's own, and does not contain any plagiarised or unacknowledged material.
Signature*


To enter, send your form and entries to the address below. If you are entering on someone’s behalf, please remember to include a consent form. 

The Orwell Prize for Reporting Homelessness, The Orwell Foundation, Institute of Advanced Studies, University College London, Gower Street, London, WC1E 6BT
The Orwell Prize for Reporting Homelessness
Guidelines for entrants

The Orwell Prize for Reporting Homelessness aims to encourage and celebrate reporting – whether person-centred, data-driven or policy-led – about homelessness and initiatives that could bring an end to it. The Prize is named in memory of George Orwell, the British journalist, novelist and essayist and is sponsored by the Centre for Homelessness Impact. 

There is a cash prize of £3,000 for the winner, and final a shortlist of eight to ten entries will be published on The Orwell Foundation website in May 2024. In order to encourage and celebrate new writing and reporting, the Prize and the Centre for Homelessness Impact will also be publishing a further selection of outstanding previously unpublished entries. 

Who can enter?

Entries are encouraged from people who are experiencing or have experienced all forms of homelessness as well as journalists and others writing about or reporting on homelessness. Entries may include original (unpublished) reporting, and may take any form including creative writing, essays and journalism. You may include up to three pieces. 

Writing for the Prize

Writing about and sharing your own experience or the experiences of those close to you is never easy, but it is especially difficult with an issue like homelessness. Entering a writing prize also comes with an added degree of uncertainty. Unfortunately, there is always the potential for disappointment. We and our partners at the Centre for Homelessness Impact are committed to celebrating and promoting new writing and other forms of reporting on homelessness, and it is always a privilege to receive your entries. However, we would always recommend talking to a friend or someone you trust before deciding if taking part in the competition is the right decision for you.



How do I enter? 

Entry to the prize can be made either through the online form or by posting a completed entry form along with your submission to the Foundation. For further information, please email info@orwellfoundaiton.com or write to: 

The Orwell Prize for Reporting Homelessness, The Orwell Foundation, Institute of Advanced Studies, University College London, Gower Street, London, WC1E 6BT

Anyone may enter the prize so long as they are based in the United Kingdom or writing for a publication based in the UK. However, entries must be first created (or published) between 1st April 2023 and 31st March 2024. 

You will find the full rules attached. Please do read these carefully to make sure you are happy with the terms and conditions before entering.

Keeping in touch

This year, we are taking some additional steps to ensure that entering the Prize is as clear, transparent and encouraging a process as possible. If you are submitting new work that has not been published elsewhere, you can opt in to receive personal feedback on your entry when the results are announced. Alternatively, you can choose only to hear from us if we have good news. Otherwise, we will be in touch with all entrants in late May, when the shortlist is announced, to confirm the results.

If your piece is chosen for publication, we will be in touch before the final shortlist is announced. By entering the Prize, you are giving us permission to publish your work, but we will always do our best to confirm that you are still happy to do so before publication.



THE ORWELL PRIZE FOR REPORTING HOMELESSNESS 2024: RULES
INTRODUCTION
1/ The Orwell Prize for Reporting Homelessness (‘the Prize’) is awarded annually. The Prize, awarded in June 2024 (the 2024 Prize) will recognise work first created or published between 1st April 2023 and 31st March 2024. 
2/ It is named in memory of George Orwell, the British journalist, novelist and essayist.
3/ The Orwell Prize for Reporting Homelessness is awarded for reportage and/or commentary on homelessness. Entries will be encouraged from people who are experiencing or have experienced all forms of homelessness as well as journalists and others writing about or reporting on homelessness. The winning entry should strive to meet Orwell’s own ambition ‘to make political writing into an art’. The work should be of equal excellence in style and content and live up to the values of The Orwell Foundation.
4/ The Orwell Prize for Reporting Homelessness is worth £3000 (cash prize) to the winner.
ELIGIBILITY
5/ A completed submission consists of a minimum of 1 item, and a maximum of 3 items in total.
6/ Entries from journalists may include work produced for more than one publication.
7/ Items may be in any medium, such as written journalism or creative writing, video and audio content including video diaries, photojournalism (which must include text as well as photos) and social media content. Transcripts of audio or video work will not be required. Books are not eligible for the Orwell Prize for Reporting Homelessness.
8/ The total broadcast or listening time of any video or audio entry (i.e. the combined length of all items) must not exceed two hours. There is no word limit for text-based entries.
9/ Each entry should be accompanied by a supporting statement, offering a brief summary of the project. If entrants believe there is additional material which would provide important context to their entry, they are encouraged to draw attention to this in their statement. It is for the judges’ discretion as to whether or not they wish to pursue these recommendations.
10/ Submissions must be received by the revised deadline, 31st March 2024. All submissions must be accompanied by a completed entry form.
11/ Entries must be able to demonstrate a link to the UK and/or Ireland by meeting one or more of the following criteria: a) The entries submitted were first published or created in the UK and/or Ireland b) one or more of the entrants was based in the UK and/or in Ireland at the time of publication or creation c) one or more of the entrants is a UK or Irish citizen.
12/ A single author, or very small team of authors, must be clearly identifiable. Entries consisting of single items by different authors will not be accepted, but entries where co-authors have worked on all three pieces will be. Entries where a named journalist has written two or three articles alone and presented a television programme with a larger production team would also be accepted as an individual entry. Similarly, entries where an identifiable team has worked on two or three items, and one member of the team has written a single related item, would be accepted as a joint entry.
13/ Entries may be submitted by the author or the author may be entered for the Prize by an individual or organisation working within the homelessness sector. In this instance, the individual or organisation is required to provide their name, position and relationship to the author and must provide proof that the author wishes their work to be submitted. There is a consent form to complete on the online form for this.
14/ A disclaimer from the author, editor or publisher is required for all entries (a checkbox on the online form) stating that the submitted work is all the author’s own and has not been plagiarised or is otherwise primarily the work of somebody else.
15/ Intellectual Property stays with the entrant. The Orwell Foundation does not need a licence to publish their content. By entering the competition and signing up to these rules, entrants consent to publication.
16/ There is no limit to the number of entrants who may enter the Prize from a single organisation.
17/ Entrants may choose to name another individual, such as a contact in a charity in the Homelessness sector or an editor on their form, who will be informed if the entry is chosen as a finalist and invited to any Prize events.
18/ Entrants may enter both The Orwell Prize for Reporting Homelessness and The Orwell Prize for Journalism in the same year so long as there is no significant overlap between the material entered for each award.
19/ Winners of The Orwell Prize for Reporting Homelessness may not enter the Prize for three Prize cycles, during which time they remain eligible for any other Orwell Prize.
20/ Articles published in translation are ineligible.
21/ There is no entry fee to enter the Prize.
22/ Judges are not permitted to enter the Prize in the year they are judging.
23/ Members of the boards of any of the Foundation’s partners, or Trustees of The Orwell Foundation, are not permitted to enter.
24/ The final decision on the eligibility of a submission rests with the Director and administrator of the Prize, subject to the oversight of the Trustees of The Orwell Foundation.
If you have any questions about eligibility, please contact the administrator.
PROCESS
25/ The entry form can be found on The Orwel Foundation website. Alternatively, entrants may enter by posting a completed copy of the printed form to The Orwell Foundation, Institute of Advanced Studies, University College London, Gower Street, London, WC1E 6BT
26/ Every submitted written item must be sent as a PDF or Word document in A4 and accompanied by a permanent, accessible, non-expiring URL where available.
27/ Multimedia items may be embedded or submitted as a permanent, accessible, non-expiring URL. If it is not possible to embed or submit your item, please contact the administrator who will work with you to facilitate your entry by other means.
28/ Files uploaded to the form must be named in the following format: entrant’s surname, entrant’s first name, article number (all one word, with no spaces). For example, Eric Blair’s first article would be titled ‘BlairEric1.doc’ and Eric Blair’s second article would be titled ‘BlairEric2.doc’. For items with more than one author, the surnames of each author should be used instead of first names. For example, Snowball and Napoleon’s first item would be titled ‘NapoleonSnowball1.doc’.
29/ All entries must portray people experiencing homelessness in a respectful manner, having gained informed and meaningful consent.
30/ The Prize will be awarded for reporting, writing or story-telling on homelessness that uses robust evidence and data, highlights evidence-led solutions and conveys insights from personal experiences of homelessness.
31/ Judges will look for entries that avoid or challenge stigma associated with homelessness, including in the use of language.
32/ It is a requirement each year that at least one member of the judging panel must have lived experience of homelessness.
33/ The entrant’s contact details (email address) will be held by the Foundation for seven years following submission, in which time it will only be used to contact the entrant about their entry and/or to facilitate their entry to the Prize in the future.
34/ A byline photograph with no rights reserved must accompany every entry.
35/ A list of finalists will be announced in May 2024. Typically, this will consist of eight to ten entries. The judges may opt to longlist fewer or more entries at their discretion.
36/ A winner will be announced on 27th June 2024 [date subject to change].
37/ If they are a finalist, entrants are asked to make themselves available for interviews and participate in the awards ceremony which will be held in Central London on 27th June 2024 [date subject to change]. The winner of the Prize will be announced alongside the winners of the other three Orwell Prizes, for Political Writing, Political Fiction and for Journalism.
38/ Finalists may be asked to write a piece for The Orwell Foundation website, speak at events, and represent the Prize when requested.
39/ Publishers may be asked to approve relevant, short, extracts of any items by finalists for use on the Orwell Foundation website and in publicity.
40/ Entrants should receive emailed confirmation of receiving their entry. If they do not, they should contact the administrator.
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