These tasks will help you prepare a piece of writing to enter the ORWELL
Orwell Youth Prize, on the theme for 2023 1= YOUTH
‘Who’s in Control?’ 2o TR

LESSON 5 — Choose Your Form

Now that you have chosen a topic you want to write about — and done some reading or research
about it — you need to choose a form.

For the Orwell Youth Prize, you can write in any form you want and that can seem a bit daunting at
first. You can use our ‘Form Guides’ on the ‘Find Your Form’ webpage (under ‘For Entrants’ on our
website) to help you choose.

And the following three exercises will help you.

I. Recognise the different forms.
Read the eight openings below and see if you can match each one to the correct form.
Circle the letter of the form you think it is in the column on the right — and then check
the table of answers on page 4 to see whether you were right. There are two examples of
each, as follows:

A. Poetry
B. Drama
C. Journalism
D. Fiction
No | quote Form
I Anita was coming towards me again, gliding, her movements liquid. She poured | A B
herself into a shape of love and wrapped it around my tense body. C D
2 One of those no-neck monsters hit me with a hot buttered biscuit so | have ' | A B
change! CD
3 Tamanna Khan has been struggling to catch up with her classes since her school in | A B
India reopened this spring, nearly two years after shutting during the coronavirus | C D
pandemic.
4 What happens to a dream deferred? / Does it dry up like a raisin in the sun? A B
C D
5 Pandora's box of conspiracies is wide open and it's very hard to close. At the very | A B
least, this shows the tide may be starting to turn. C D
6 It was a bright cold day in April, and the clocks were striking thirteen. A B
C D
7 In Sumatra once, having paid our respects / at the tomb of her husband, we drove | A B
into the jungle. C D
8 She says St Barnabas would send out his dog to lick her and when he did she’d feel | A B
an icy cold wave all up an’ down her. C D




2. Which form best suits your topic?

Now think about how you respond to the reading you have done. For each of |-4 below, circle the
letter beside the statement that most closely fits how you feel. Then count how many of each letter
you have chosen. This should give you an idea which way you are tending. Even if you have one each
of A-D, just thinking about it will help you decide.

)

| D | I could best explore this topic through characters and perspectives other than my own

m This topic could be explored through the actions and thoughts of one main character

This topic might be best explored through imagining a world different from the ‘real’ world — or the
world we're in now

ing point on which | could centre my writing

Check the next page to see which form might be best for you, based on your answers!



Mainly As: try Poetry
Mainly Bs: try Drama
Mainly Cs: try Journalism
Mainly Ds: try Fiction
Mainly Es: try Game Design

3. Try out two forms

Check the answers to Task |: Recognise the form (next page). Using the examples in the table as a
guide, write the openings to two pieces, in two different forms of your choice. Then show them to
someone in your class, a friend or family member-.

KEY QUESTIONS: Did they recognise which form you were writing in? Did they think it was effective?

DECISION Which form do you now wish to write in? When you have decided, you are ready to plan
and draft your entry to the Prize.

(Next page for the answers — and examples of each form.)



Anita was coming towards me again, gliding, her movements
liquid. She poured herself into a shape of love and wrapped it
around my tense body.

Moses, Citizen and Me by Delia
Jarrett-Macauley (2005)

One of those no-neck monsters hit me with a hot buttered
biscuit so | have t’ change!

Cat on a Hot Tin Roof by
Tennessee Williams (1976)

Tamanna Khan has been struggling to catch up with her classes
since her school in India reopened this spring, nearly two years
after shutting during the coronavirus pandemic.

‘Education crisis grips poor
countries hit hardest by
pandemic’ — Financial Times
report by Andrew Jack (2022)

What happens to a dream deferred? / Does it dry up like a raisin
in the sun?

‘Harlem’ by Langston Hughes
(1951)

Pandora's box of conspiracies is wide open and it's very hard to close.
At the very least, this shows the tide may be starting to turn.

‘Moment of Reckoning’ for
Infowars Conspiracy Theorist —
BBC News report by Marianna
Spring (2022)

It was a bright cold day in April, and the clocks were striking
thirteen.

1984 by George Orwell (1949)

In Sumatra once, having paid our respects / at the tomb of her
husband, we drove into the jungle.

‘The White Jumper’ by Will
Harris (2018)

She says St Barnabas would send out his dog to lick her and when
he did she’d feel an icy cold wave all up an’ down her.

A Streetcar Named Desire by
Tennessee Williams (1947)




